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to travel by, made the hermits think of flight or self-immolation.
Instead of this two roads now passed in front of the monastery, and
a "guest house" was an important station for travelers. On the
neighboring shore of Lake Onega there was a wharf, which be-
longed to the monastery, and boats for transporting its own and
foreign goods, while in the adjoining Kargopolsk district vast ex-
panses of arable land were bought or taken on lease, and both on
the sea and lakes the brethren had extensive fisheries. The fisher-
men and hunters went as far as Nova Zembla and Spitzbergen from
the monastery, while the "Elders" traded in grain with Southern
Russia on a large scale. When the monastery was rebuilt, a re-
markable library and a number of schools were founded for scribes,
chanters, icon painters, and workers in the various handicrafts.
Around the monastery there appeared many settlements forming a
connecting link between the monks and the outside world, but as
the Vygovsk hermits could not easily supervise the affairs of the
settlers, the settlements were governed by their own elected author-
ities. All this fundamentally changed the views of the monks. While
wandering through the woods alone it was easy to preach hatred
towards the outside world, but for such an extensive and wealthy
community as the Vygovsk Hermitage it was necessary to estab-
lish with it definite and friendly relations. The financial power and
sympathy of the surrounding population towards the Schism were
of great help, although it was not possible to dispense entirely with
compromise. The Vygovsk Monastery put into practice the moder-
ate views which in 1691 were preached by Euphrosynus quoting the
Apostle Paul: "Bidden by infidels to partake of viands, to the glory
of God, go and partake of everything offered to you; likewise buy
anything that is sold at the mart, without scruples," On the Vyg
the relations with the heretic Nikonians had full scope; all the
victuals bought in the market were considered pure, and the fol-
lowers of Denisov ceased to regard the partaking of food and drink
out of vessels already touched by the Nikonians as desecration,
while communication between the brethren and the authorities led
to still further corruption. The certainty that Antichrist ruled the
world did not prevent the "Elders" from making such concessions
to the authorities as would guarantee them the free practice of their
faith. At first these concessions were limited to gifts and donations.